Carlyle Guenther

“A” Company, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry
Staff Sergeant, E6, US56499912, MOS 11B40
Home of Record: Garfield, MN
Date of Birth: October 12, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: June 6, 1967, Date of Casualty: May 5, 1968, Days in Country: 334
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 55E - Row 014

1st

Cavalry
Division
(Airmobile)

1st Battalion 5th
Cavalry

We have determined that Carlyle Guenther was not a
member of the 1st Battalion (M), 50th Infantry during
our tour in Vietnam. We currently do not have access
to the information that reported him as one of our
KIAs, but it was indicated in a note on our original “In
Memoriam” pages that someone within our Association
identified him as such. It is most likely that a simple
"typo" error cast him as 1st of the 50th where he should
have been 1st of the 5th.
Staff Sergeant Guenther was killed in action at Landing
Zone Peanuts, located near Lang Vei, west of Khe Sanh
in Quang Tri Province. On May 5th, a large element
from the North Vietnamese Army attacked the fire base
at LZ Peanuts. Eleven men were killed from 5th Cavalry Regiment elements and
"A" Battery, 1st Battalion 77th Artillery, all 2nd Brigade units of the 1st Cavalry
Division. This was during Operation Scotland II, immediately after Operation
Pegasus which relieved the besieged U.S. Marines at Khe Son.
Carlyle’s name is inscribed on our 50th Infantry Vietnam Memorial in front of
Battalion Headquarters, Fort Benning, Georgia. By a unanimous vote of Association
Members, his name will remain on our memorial.
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Below is a map showing the location of LZ Peanuts in Quang Tri Province.
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Carlyle Guenther is buried at Ebenezer Lutheran Cemetery, Douglas County, Alexandria, NM 56308

Carlyle Guenther’s Awards and Decorations:

Combat Infantry Badge

HQ 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
General Orders Number 3438

16 May 1968

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground operations against
a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from June 1967 to May 1968. Through his
untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results. He was quick to
grasp the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations
inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems. The
energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United
States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to
its freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the
United States Army and reflect great credit on him and on the military service.
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*The award of the Air Medal is "unconfirmed", however, members of the 1st Cavalry Division were so saturated with Combat Assaults that an Air Medal first award
was usually reached within a month of active line company duty. Not only is it likely Guenther qualified, but after 334 days in such duty, he likely qualified for quite a
number of Oak Leaf Clusters for additional Air Medal awards.

