Jesus J. "Jim" Meza

"B" Company, 2nd Platoon, 1st Battalion (mechanized), 50th Infantry
Specialist 4th Class, E4, RA570765159, MOS 11B20
Home of Record: San Bernadino, CA
Date of Birth: October 5, 1948, Age at time of loss: 21, Single
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuan Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: July 21, 1969, Date of Casualty: February 13, 1970, Days in Country: 207
Casualty Type A1, MFW, Panel 13W - Row 006
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Jesus "Jimmie" Meza participated in an operation
which lasted a total of 52 days and resulted in the
destruction of a VC Province headquarters
complete with typewriter, documents and East
German binoculars by an ambush patrol led by
SSG Darwin Stamper from the 2nd Platoon.
Unfortunately, machine gunner Sp4 Meza (Picture
on the right), whose grazing fire accounted for
most of the enemy dead, was killed during the
ambush. Six enemy bodies were found as well as
the items mentioned above. Also captured were a
9mm Pistol, a .45 Caliber Pistol, an AK-47 Assault
Rifle, an M-1 Carbine, an M-16 Rifle, a .38
Special, 10 rucksacks and a bag of documents. 45
minutes after the initial contact, a second contact
was made from 400 meters to the North, resulting
in no casualties, but revealing the huge enemy base
camp where an additional 4 rucksacks were found.
A map of the locations (AN763405 and AN 673409) is shown below:
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The picture below, taken by SGT Bill Summers in February 1970, and shows the command group of "B"
Company in final preparations for an Airmobile Combat Assault into the mountains north of Phan Thiet and
LZ Betty.

CPT Bob Camors is facing the camera (wearing glasses). 1LT Mike Chisam (1st Plt) has his back to the camera
and the man to the left is B Co. XO, Lt Terry Carter. The other person facing the camera is not identified. Full
rucksacks, one with a PRC-77 with folded long antenna, can be seen laying on top of the bunker.
Mike Chisam, a former Officer with Meza's "B" Company, has written an account of the events of the night
when Jim Meza was killed. The story may be viewed by clicking on the link below:
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/MezaAccount.pdf
The Picture below was taken by former 2nd Platoon Squad Leader SGT Ronnie Scott and posted on the VVMF
Memorial Web Site page for Meza. (Meza is standing on the Armored Personnel Carrier in the Motor Pool at
LZ Betty).

Former "B" Company, 2nd Platoon Leader Terry Carter remembers: "Jesus 'Jimmie' Meza is one whose
memory sticks with me. He used to cut our hair for us. He was the nicest guy you could ever hope to meet. He was in
my old Platoon (I was platoon leader before this happened) and I was proud of how well the platoon did under the
circumstances...yet really sad about Meza.
Continued...

Awards and Decorations of Jim Meza:

Combat Infantry Badge

General Orders Number 237

HQ 1st Field Force Vietnam,

9 March 1970

For heroism in connection with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of
Vietnam: Specialist. Four Meza distinguished himself while serving as a member of an ambush patrol
situated in a dense bamboo thicket overlooking a trail near a recently abandoned enemy base camp
area. Before dawn on 13 February 1970, an enemy element estimated at Company size was sighted
approaching along the trail. Before reaching the ambush site, the Viet Cong Company left the trail
and headed directly for the rear security men of the squad sized ambush, passing another ambush
which did not open fire because they were greatly outnumbered. When the enemy was within ten
meters of the rear security men, they opened fire. Since the patrol leader was on the radio trying to
coordinate relief, Specialist Meza took it upon himself to rally his sector to the opposite flank so
that he and the other men could direct maximum fire against the enemy. As a result of Specialist Meza
rallying his fellow soldiers, the enemy was beaten back twice and completely routed. Specialist
Meza was mortally wounded by the intense hail of enemy fire while leading his men as they inflicted
heavy losses on the Viet Cong Company. Specialist Four Meza's heroic actions were in keeping with
the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the
United States Army.

Bronze
Star

Purple
Heart

National
Defense

Vietnam
Service

Vietnam
Campaign

