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Jose A C Silveira 
”B” Company, 2nd Platoon, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Sergeant, E5, US56420684, MOS 11B40  
Home of Record: Turlock, CA  

Date of Birth: March 20, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single  
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: September 1, 1967, Date of Casualty: January 2, 1968, Days in Country: 123  
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 33E - Row 022 

 
 

Jose Silveira was a member of “B” Company and was 
killed by small arms fire “Outright” as the Company 
moved in to re-enforce “D” Company, already heavily 
involved in what became known as the Battle of An 
Tinh/An Lac(2) on January 2, 1968.   
 
Dick Guthrie, Former Commanding Officer of “B” 
Company remembers Silveira’s death well: “At the 
outset when we began receiving heavy enemy fire, the 
Second Platoon Leader, LT Olan Pike, reported that 
Silveira had been killed.  He had just been appointed 
to replace a squad leader killed  on the 10th of 
December…We had promoted Silveira to Sergeant, E-
5, only a few days before his death.”  
 
Also killed were two men from “D” Company: Bill 
Stainer of Columbus, Ohio. And Jerry Riedlberger of St. Paul, MN. “D” Company had 
approached the village of An Lac(2) to investigate a report that the enemy had moved 
into this area “in force”. Riedlberger and Stainer were killed as the NVA/VC forces 
opened fire with a heavy barrage of small arms and automatic weapons as well as B40 
Rockets. 
 

A captured enemy soldier revealed that three Companies of the 97th Battalion, 2nd VC 
Regiment, 3rd NVA Division were trapped in the village complex bordered by a large 
lake to the West…and open 
sandy beach on the other 
three sides.  “D” was joined 
by “B” Company of the 1/50th 
as well as “B” and “C” 
Companies from the 1st 
Battalion 5th Cavalry and “B” 
Company of the 2nd Battalion, 
5th Cavalry.  
 
US Forces suffered 7 men 
Killed and 27 Wounded.  The 
enemy lost 103 Killed and 28 
weapons were captured 
before they managed to slip 
away during the night as 
sporadic fighting continued 
into the next day. 

 
A map of the Battle is shown 
on the right. 
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Jose Silveira is buried at Patterson District Cemetery, Patterson, Stanislaus County, Californian (Headstone 
shown Below) 

 
 

JOSE SILVEIRA’S 
AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 
HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

General Orders Number 985                                                                                                               16 February,1968      
 

For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with military operations against a 
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Sergeant Silveira distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous 
action on 2 January 1968, while serving as a squad leader with Company B, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th 
Infantry during a cordon and search mission near An Lac, Republic of Vietnam. When his unit came under 
intense hostile fire, Sergeant Silveira exposed himself to the enemy fire as he began leading an assault 
against the hostile emplacements. At this time Sergeant Silveira was mortally wounded, but his action 
contributed greatly to the successful completion of his unit's mission..  Sergeant Silveira's display of 
personal bravery and devotion to duty was in keeping with the highest   traditions  of the military service and 
reflects great credit upon himself, his unit,  and the United States Army.  
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