Frank Wright Webb

”A” Company, 1st Platoon Leader, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry
First Lieutenant, O2, O5340990, MOS 1542
Home of Record: Kenbridge, VA
Date of Birth: December 30, 1946, Age at time of loss: 21, Single
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: September 1, 1967, Date of Casualty: May 5, 1968, Days in Country: 247
Casualty Type A1, Gun, Small Arms Fire, Panel 55E - Row 035

Lieutenant Frank Webb, 1st Platoon Leader of "A"
Company, was killed In Action on May 5, 1968, near
the villages of An Bao in Binh Dinh Province.
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“A” Company forces were attacked and nearly
overrun by the "Black Star" Regiment of the North
Vietnamese
Army.
50th
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Documentation shows that
the "A" Company
Commander, Lt Hinton, was killed near the outset of
the attack....shortly after calling for the remaining
Armored Personnel Carriers (APCs) to immediately
withdraw back the way they had entered the area.
Most of Lieutenant Webb's Platoon's APCs had been
disabled in the initial volley of enemy rocket fire and
he attempted to rally his now "foot soldier" troops
into a defensive position as human waves of NVA
soldiers maneuvered in for the kill from three sides.
Caught in open rice paddy areas, with only a small paddy wall for protection, the
men of the 1st platoon were being killed by withering enemy fire. Frank Webb was
killed by gun shot wound to his head...he died instantly.
Charlie Company was called in to reinforce the besieged Alpha Co. Credit "C"
Company's CPT Jay Copley with saving the remaining 1st Platoon troops of Alpha
Company as he pushed his relief element swiftly into the battle. Upon arrival, the
enemy, who had fallen silent to allow the “C” Company troops to enter the ambush
zone, opened fire with an intense and sustained barrage of small arms, automatic
weapons and B40 Rocket fire...again from three sides. As Copley organized the
Charlie Company APC's machine guns into a forceful counter attack, the enemy
began to withdraw. A second reinforcement element, "B" Company 1st Battalion,
69th Armor, came on the scene under the command of CPT Tim Grogan. At this
time, "C" Company's CPT Copley was severely wounded, but refused evacuation
until he was certain his troops would be able to effect a safe withdrawal. Fierce
fighting ensued on both 1/50th Companies and “B” Company, 1/69th Armor as “B”
Company, 1/50th Infantry, was also called in to battle the huge enemy force.
Although the enemy made one last probe and mortar attack on the American forces
at their night Laager, the Regiment was never able to mount another sustained
attack. Captured enemy soldiers claimed air strikes had decimated a planned
morning attack...and that the Regiment was rendered "Ineffective" by the two day
battle. US forces suffered a total of 22 killed in the battle, 11 from "A" Company, 1
from "HQ" Company 2 each from "B" and "C" Companies of the 1/50th, 2 from the
69th Armor and 4 from the 17th Aviation Helicopter which was shot down on the first
day. close to 100 were wounded. The enemy may have suffered over 300 killed, but
the record reflects that 120 bodies were counted.
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Read about the Battle of An Bao (Condensed Version):
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/AnBaoCondensed.pdf
Declassified An Bao After Action Report, Daily Staff Journal and Air Report:
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/AnBaoExpanded.pdf
A map of the location of the Battle of An Bao in Binh Dinh Province is shown below:

Frank Webb is pictured below (Left) while on a search and destroy mission in Binh Dinh Province. He is the
second man from the left. On the far left (holding the map) is Company Commander CPT Mike Dash, Also
pictured are Medic Dennis Apana (Standing facing camera) and in front (Kneeling) Staff Sergeant Doug
Worcester. Below (Right) is a photo of Frank Webb while a cadet at the Virginia Military Institute.

Frank Webb's ashes were placed in the Piankatank River at Wilton Creek as he had requested.
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26 May 1968

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground operations against a
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from September 1967 to May 1968. Through his
untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results. He was quick to grasp
the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent
in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems. The energetic
application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United States mission
to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. His
initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the United States Army
and reflect great credit on him and on the military service.

HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
General Orders Number 2510

22 April 1968

For gallantry in action while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an armed hostile force in
the Republic of Vietnam. Second Lieutenant Webb distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous action on 12
October 1967, while serving with Company A, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a cordon and
search mission near Hoa Tan in the Republic of Vietnam. When his unit became heavily engaged with a large
enemy force, lieutenant Webb, Disregarding his own safety, led an assault against the hostile emplacements.
Repeatedly exposing himself to enemy fire, he made a complete search of the area and succeeded in
neutralizing the enemy emplacements. His courageous action was instrumental in capturing a large number of
hostile soldiers and contributed greatly to the successful completion of his unit's mission. Lieutenant
Webb's gallant action is in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service, and reflects great
credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

