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FROM THE EDITOR
Bob Gold

AR, al lasl we have a newsleller oul for the treops. Due o technical difficulties beyond our contral, 1 have
volunlearad Lo iy and pul & newslellar logelher,

Firzsl lel me tell you a litle aboul mysell. My name is Bob Gold; | toek basic, B. UL T and A 1 T, with (B) Co.
third Platoon, then was assigned to HDG, Co. for 1 mm and 4.2" mortar training at Ft. Hood in Sept. of 1066
and 1967 In Sept. of 67 went to Viet Mam by boat. Upon ariving in country, our martar Platoon. was assigned
to Delta Co. My tour of duty was from Sept. 1967 -Mar. 1968. (W | A). Track 425

AND NOW THE NEWS- In July of 2002 we had a get-together here at my place. We had a cook out on Friday
the 5" and a pig roast on the 8", All had a good time. You can see the pictures on the web under the reunion
section. Ray Sarlin did an outstanding job of advertising and putting in info about the cook out.

| have bean striving to find as many of the original mortar platoon, so far | have found all but four. In January of
this year | was visited by Stan Walulek of our platocon. Stan stopped by for the evening.. Stan, Jim Edwards
and | went out to dinner and talked about old times and the present. Later in January | had dinner in
Indianapalis with Larry Curtis, Randy Smith, George Crist, Jim AmREien, Taby Milroy and Leroy Wilde. All were
with the 1/50th and were hoat people.

UP COMING EVENTS- 2003 reunion will be at Ft. Benning this year. The date is April 24th. - 27th. The hotel
chosen is the Marrioft Courtyard. For those wha have computers, you can go to the web site and click on
reunions, for those who do not; there is more info in this newsletter.
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Dear American Soldier

MEMBERSHIP DDN.ﬁ.TIUN

Surfing the Net for Vets 4 OK TROOPERS, its that time of year and | know it is easy to
i forget to send in your donation for membership. If you are

The President's Message 5 behind please send in your donation. If you are not sure,
and you think you paid in advance, you will be credited for

Reunion Registration 6 the next year. With out yvour support the Association will

dwindle and will not survive. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.

Send your donation to:
Chuck McAleer
P. 0. Box 1104
Kennesaw, GA 30156
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THE INFANTRYMAN

The average Infanievman {19 vears old e isoa short haived, tebi=museled bid wite, wader normal civcumstanees iy
cansidered by society as half man, half oy, Not vet dry befiind the ears, but old ey i die for his countiy

He never really caved much for wark and he would rather wax his own car than wash his father's; bt he has never
collected unemplovment gither

He's a vecent High Schood produate; ke was probadly an average sindent. pursned some form of Sports dofivities,
arives o den year old jalugy, and has g sieady gieifiiend wha cither Broke wpowith bim whea fe Teft, or swears o be
Weritive when e refaras from hodf o wapld aueey

He listens to rocl and poll or fozz or swing aewd {3 5m0m Howdizers,

He w0 or 83 ponnds Hghier wow thar wher Be was ot fome becouse e s working o fashuine fiom hefore dawn 1o
well afier dusd

He ke trondie speliing, ths feder witting 0 o pain foe fim, bt ke can field sivie a vitle in 30 seconds and reaysenile
i few,

e can recite fo you the romenclatvre of a machine gun or grenade lavecher and vse either one effecttvell i he nnss,
He iips fovhales and latrines and can apply frstaid Ve o profissionad,

He conr manveh anded e i told to stap o stop uneil he i told to march,

He wbevs orders instenily and withoud hesftaiion, b e fs wot without spivil o indivicdual @iy,

He iy selfsufficionn, He has teo sets of fitfenes: Be washes oue and weears the ather, He keeps his camfecny full and his
St deve He sometimes forgets to brish bl teeek, brt never to clems bis viffe. He can cook Bis own meads, piend His onn
clothes, and fiv his own buets, I vou've thivstv, he'll shave Bix water with vou: §f vou are hingey, bis food. He'll even

split bis ammunition wid vou in the it of battle whew vou ran lon,

He has learned to wse s hands (ke weapons ard fis weapons fike thev were iy hands, He can save your life — or
ferkeer ¥t hecensse thar is his job,

He il often do twice the wark oo civiticn, dvaw falf tive pe and seill find ivoeic nmor i it alll

He has seen morve suffeving ond deoth then e showld have in s short Difetime. He has o siond atop sountains
af dead bodies, and helped 1o cveare them He has wept i pablic and in privace, for frendy who have Jallen i
combatl and iy unashamed. Just as did iy Father, Grandfither, aned Gresiograndfather, he w poving the

price for anr froeedon,

Reardless ar noi, e ivonot a be, e ds the Amedfean Flelidng Mo that fas kept this couniey free for aver 200
vears He has asked nothive in refurn, except vur fricndslin and naderstandiie,

Remenber hor, alwavs, foe e has sgmed o raspect aid admivaion with fiis blood,

He by oy INFANTRY MAN.
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Writtan by Michetlle Malkin, a syndicated colurntist and FOX news commeantatar. Stbmitled by Jolhn Topper.
Clear Amarncan soldier,
ow dan'l know me, but | know whe you are and | awill mob fonget.

You are Seploying from Fort Carson and Fort Hood and Forl Bliss and Forl Stewart, You hail from Middietown and Middlebore and Gresmlle and
Redding and Thousand Daks and Maple Tree, You are white, black, brown, and vellow-but always Amencans lirsl,

ou are with the 3rd Brigade Combat Team and the 10th Cambat Support Hospital and the 57 1sl Air Ambulance Medical Evacuation Coampany, You
dig wilh the 13t Cavalry Division and the 3rd Infantry Civision and e "lron Horse! 4th Infantry Division. Yoo are Black Knights willl The 2nd
Ratialion, Gth Cavalry Regimenl You are engineers, drivers and madics In the 13th Corps Support Command,

Your metto is "We Wil "Sleadlasl and Loyal," "Swift and Deadly,” *Alvays Preparcd,” "Firsl Lo Fighl,” and "No Task Too Tough.®

ou will be joined overseas by thousands of sallors and Marines on the USS Boxer and USS Bonhomme Richard and LSS Cleveland and USS
Duiugue end USE Anchorans and USS Gomstock and USS Pearl Harbor, You will gat seppad 0 the Golf from an aitbonme inlanlry brigade; &
anuadmn of F-117 Mighthawh steall) lighlsrs, and bwo squadrons of F-16C.) rmdar jamming fghlers,

Yau have friends on the USS Conslelialion in the Persian Gulf, and the US55 Harry S Truman n the Mediterranean Sea, and the rarier USS
Abraham Lincoln stationed at Perth, Australla, and the USHS Yano on moule o lhe Hed Sea. and the aircralt cardier USS Car Vineon on il ey los
training miszian in the Pacific,

ou have classmates and collzagues and cousing who died st the Pantagan and in the Twin Towers on Seplember 11, You have buddies wha tonk
bullzts over Whe pasl year in Afghanistan and Kuwalt and the Fhilippines dunng Operation Enduring Freedom. You have uncles and brothers and
lalhers ang grandfathers who sacificed their lives in pasl wars,

Their deathe hauat you. Their heroism inspies you, Their footsteps backon and yau cannot rosist,

Yol have wives whoanz tough as pails and husbands who are enormously proud. You have oddlers who know the colars of the American flag and
grade-schoeless who have memaorized Army varsss like these:

The hardest job, the dirtiest job

Since ever war hegan

Is picking ‘em up and laying ‘am dewn
The job of an infantryman

Mo mission too difficult

Mo sacrifice too great

Qur duty to the nation

Is the first we're here to state

Our doughboys come from Brooklyn
Cur gunners from Yermaont

Our gignals from Fort Monmouth
Our engineers DuFont

Against the foes of freedom
We fight for libarty

We make no peace with yrants
On land or on the sea

A5 you pack your graen Ay duffal bags, press your desert camoullage fatigues. polish your boots 20 kiss your families guodbye, please taka
thasa wards with vau:

Thank you. Thank vou far answering the call to arms. [hank you for being fit and young and Brave and willing, Thank you for loving fresdom anough
o put your own life on the fine Lo delend il.

Fay reattertion to Scan Penn and Sheeyl Crow and Baghdad Babs. Tone aut the halfnaked loonies and Flower Povear laftevers, Stand tall. Fighl
hiard. And know Ihal here are legions of Amearicans who are boundlessly graleiul for what you Rave volunteered toda.

W know who you are. We will not torget. And wa will prray every day forsour sahe relum, Hoo-zh!
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The Association Flower Fund will

Contact: Bob Gold
10545 Wright Road
Uniontown, OH 44685
(330) 305-1495
robertjrriunkie@aol.com

send flowers on behalf of the
Association in remembrance of

CHAPLAIN’S Toby Jordan SURFING THE NET
O
R Hello to every one, it is my hope and FOR VETS
N Prayer that each of you are enjoying
E good health and had a great holiday
season. I'm going to try and keep this
R prief because the newsletter is filling i Mational Military Appreciation Month
up fast. But | would like to take this hitphwnanw. defendamerica. mil/nmam.hitm|
opportunity to wish Bob luck in his Swelvwiteecd by ok Topper
under taking of taking care of our Plecse vivil-the Deporiment of Defense weh pape below and sign in
newsletter. themfidmg dhe e ancd women of the 128, military services
Sor defending e freedam. The compifed five of vames will be sen
Mo farther than we are in to this New ot dvr oo sedelicrs o the e of the mont, Sa for, there gre
Year we have all ready had our oendy et 12 million neomes: Whar o shame, National Militaey
share of tragedy. The latest being Appreviation Mok, The entiee exereive tokes 10 vecond, ferally
the space shuttle incident, which Please PASSIT ON to yiner email fiiends. You may hove to copy
shocked the whale nation. | believe i Wl Sive andd pavie fne vour browser. '
that such an incident makes us more
daware that we never know what 2 VA Grants Agent Orange-Related Benefits
lomarrow holds in store for us. So let hillg:fawww va.goviopalpressrel
us all be ever in prayer and mindful Swbnitred by Hitlie MeGregor
thal God is in contral, and in Him we WASHINGTON (an 23 20000 Based wpon o vecently refeased
should look for peace and assurance Favien af soientiffc studies, Seoratary of Verorans Affaivs Anthowny J,
in our everyday lives. God be with Principi has decided to extend benefiis to Vietman veterons with
gach of you,and | hope to see you at chranie femphocetic lenkenita (CLLL  Fisit the above Hnk for
our reunion in just a couple of complele informaiion.
ronths.
3 The UNOFFICIAL Fort Benning Website
hllpeffwww babyeormelius.com!Fort-Benning!
Swbinitted by Ray Sarfin
Everphing you over wanted to know abowt Fort Bereing i lisied
If evervone i thinhing ulike, ifhen within these pages. Check one the history of the fufang Band,
somebody ixn't thinking. With reurpion right around the cormer, youw couldnt findg o better
st bo sel formrations abowt 88 Benning,
General Geonge 3. Patton
4. Maps, Maps & More Maps
hitp:Awww. rfsmith. comttopo map.himi
Swebuniteed by ey Sarlin
I % f?a}rf;m”'frrﬁ Cﬂ'{'{’lrlfi‘;z]f}.ﬂl.gf Battalion, 65;rh Armicr map puge kol
1 fend anr) Avecs af Opsearion G ffiah ek Proviece, We ofien
< ASSOCIATION werked witl the f.-'rﬁ'g.iqu'tnr}' the vest of the Wack Panthers sire is
[ 4 ’@ FLOWER FUND intere i reading, foo,

deceased members or their loved

one. If yvou know of someone who

has experienced this loss, please
contact Bob Gold for arrangements.
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RANDOM THOUGHTS By John Topper
Here We Go Again?

We all have unplaasant memories of the protestors of the Vietnam War and it looks as if they are at itagain, Or at least they
are trying to rally the country 1o some vague cause, although it doesn't appear as if they were very successful in their firsl
‘march on DC” on 18 January 2003, The organizers of this ill-advised peace march are cleary trying to be Mars-like in their
dissent. The only question is whether it is Karl or Grouchao they are emulating. The Hellywood intelligentsia, Irying hard to
be relevant, has the current version of Hanal Jane in the person of Barbra Streisand, dubbed by pundits as ‘Baghad Babs."
And othar notable anti-warriors like Alec Baldwin and Martin Sheen, whe act as if he believes he really occupies the West
Wing and people are genuinely inlerested in what he has to say.

Whal is really telling about this pathetic bunch is their spokesmen who actually think they have sumething to say that actually
thinking people want to hear. We don’l. The good news is that they have little or no credibility for anyone with the slightes
ability to think for themselves, The best they can do is have Jesse Jackson and Al Sharptan listen intently to (and, aleng with
everyone else) applaud Cynthia McKinney — a former member of congress from Georgia who lost her seal in the Novermbar
election — when she proclaimed: "n no other country an the planel do so many people have so fitfle as they do in this
courdry.” Few people in America (and other countries for that matter) were aware thal people in countrias like Irag, North
Korea, Zimbabwe and Bosnia had it so much betler than we until Ms McKinney gracieusly enlightered everyone. The
chilkdren who had the misfortune to be at the peace march were no doubt shattered 1o leam that they were so deprived and
probably demanded of their parents an immediate increase in their mutual fund accounts,

Much of Ihe disingenuous argument posited by those “in the know” had to do with New York Cangressman Charles Ringel's
proposal to return to the draft and conseript young men — and presumably young women - into the military. There is no
raason, other than for political gain, to even suggest that a return to the drall is necessary. What Ringel and others would
like for us to believe is thal poor, underaducated, young black men bear the brunt of the fighting {(and dying} when America
goes to war. Mot so. Itis a specious argument at best and lhey know there is no chance of the military forces returning to
the drall,  They want simple-minded sympathy for their wrong-headed argument. The Defense Department has neatly
proved them wrong in their bid to paliticize the issue. Many of the members of this Association were draftees in Vigtnam and
servad with distinction and valor and there is no reason to believe that the currenl generation could not do as well. The facts
are, however, that all services are maating their objectives with volunteers, A system, incidentally, that has proven much
mare efficient than conscription,  And they are wrong in their posluring because in fact white soldiers fill disproportionately
mare combal slols while blacks opt for service support jobs, Remember, these are all voluntears and they are frea to make
the choice where they want to serve.

All are needed and the color of their skin bears no relevance to their service, obviously, and just as abwiously, many young
black men who have litthe or no future when lhay reach 18 vaars of age can improve their chances of leading a productive life
by enlisting. The military offers them a chance for a future — training toward a vocalion thal provides an opportunity for 3
civilian job when they leave service lo their country.

Another reason there won't be a draft is the Bush Administration almost certainly realizes \hal withaut college students
protesting on campuses of hotbed political activism, Lhe anli-war crowd simply can't make any significant headway.  And
students worn'l gel involved ina big way unless they are actually in danger of being drafted,

Ihe sad part of all this is that Saddam Hussein is given support and encouragemenl by any anli-war movement — real or not,
Just as the MNarth Vielnamease benefited from the protestars in the '60's, so will Saddam benefit — he will belisve thal America
isn't sincers in its threats to invade. He will take hearl and conclude that he doesn't have to sericusly consider any
suggeslion that ha abrogate his position and go into exile,

Inadvertently, these misguided, wrong-thinking protestors are actually making it more difficult for America to not go to war.
They encourage Saddam who isn't smart enough to know — or doesn't care — that he can't win a war against Amarica,

And once again the Infantry soldier will have to come to the aid af his country, And once again he will fight to preserve the
freedom for protestors fo continue their collective stupidity so that forty years from now thay, like us, can write articles
bemaoaning the frustration of being a true patriot and wishing people in the world's greatest country would all grow up.
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